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Statement on Congressional Action 
on Farm Legislation 
April 22, 2008 

I am disappointed that Congress has failed 
to put forward a good farm bill, leaving farm-
ers and ranchers in a state of continued un-
certainty as to how they will be affected by 
Federal policies. 

The farm bill proposal currently being dis-
cussed by conferees would fail several impor-
tant tests that I have set forth. With record 
farm income, now is not the time for Con-
gress to ask other sectors of the economy to 
pay higher taxes in order to increase the size 
of Government. The proposal would increase 
spending by at least $16 billion, masked in 
part by budgetary gimmicks and funded in 
part by additional tax revenues. These tax 
revenue provisions are unacceptable, includ-
ing tax compliance initiatives being consid-
ered by the House and Senate conference 
committee. As important, the proposal also 
lacks the important reforms I’ve repeatedly 
called for. 

After last week’s short-term extension of 
the farm bill, Congress now has only 4 days 
to provide certainty to America’s farmers and 
ranchers. Despite the passage of more than 
a year since my administration unveiled a re-
sponsible and forward-looking farm bill pro-
posal, there are no signs that the conference 
committee will reach agreement on an ac-
ceptable farm bill by Friday. I therefore call 
on Congress to provide our agricultural pro-
ducers with the certainty to make sound busi-
ness and planting decisions about this year’s 
crop by extending current law for at least 1 
year. 

Statement on the No Child Left 
Behind Act 
April 22, 2008 

Today Education Secretary Margaret 
Spellings took an important step towards 
strengthening and improving the No Child 
Left Behind Act. In the 6 years since its en-
actment, this law has delivered real results 
for students across the country. Students are 
achieving record math and reading scores, 
and African American and Hispanic students 

are making significant progress, posting all-
time high scores in a number of categories. 

No Child Left Behind was a bipartisan 
achievement. Unfortunately, at this time, 
Congress hasn’t made noteworthy progress 
toward strengthening the law. In January, I 
indicated that the Secretary should move for-
ward on reforms she can undertake adminis-
tratively if Congress fails to act. 

Secretary Spellings’s announced package 
of regulations and pilot programs will address 
the dropout crisis in America, strengthen ac-
countability, improve our lowest performing 
schools, and ensure that more students get 
access to high-quality tutoring. Her actions 
build on a series of administrative steps we’ve 
taken to provide additional flexibility to 
strengthen and improve the law to ensure 
continued progress toward the goal of every 
child reading and doing math at grade level 
by 2014. 

Proclamation 8243—Older 
Americans Month, 2008 
April 22, 2008 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
During Older Americans Month, we rec-

ognize the many ways older citizens have en-
riched our Nation through their character, 
wisdom, and love. 

Our country remains strong because of the 
foundation our elders have helped lay. This 
year’s Older Americans Month theme, 
‘‘Working Together for Strong, Healthy, and 
Supportive Communities,’’ highlights the im-
portance of building partnerships to ensure 
that older Americans are able to live with 
dignity and independence. 

Every week thousands of older Americans 
give back to their communities by volun-
teering through groups like Senior Corps. 
From teaching young children how to read, 
to helping provide relief to those affected by 
natural disasters, seniors play an important 
and compassionate role in our Nation. 

My Administration is dedicated to ensur-
ing that our seniors are treated with the re-
spect they have earned. They deserve to have 
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choices and access to the best possible health 
care, so we have added new preventive care 
measures and prescription drug benefits as 
part of our effort to modernize Medicare and 
make medication more affordable. In this 
way and many others, our country honors our 
elders’ legacy and recognizes their countless 
contributions to our Nation. 

America’s seniors provide an example for 
younger generations, and during Older 
Americans Month, we reflect on their efforts 
toward building a stronger and brighter fu-
ture for all. Our country remains forever in 
their debt, as they have provided a guiding 
light for the rest of the Nation to follow. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim May 2008 as 
Older Americans Month. I commend older 
Americans for the many contributions they 
have made and continue to make to our Na-
tion. I also commend the Federal, State, 
local, and tribal organizations, service and 
health care providers, caregivers, and volun-
teers who dedicate their time and talents to 
our seniors. I encourage all citizens to honor 
their elders, care for those in need, and reaf-
firm our country’s commitment to older 
Americans this month and throughout the 
year. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-second day of April, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand eight, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-second. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
9:11 a.m., April 24, 2008] 

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on April 23, and it was 
published in the Federal Register on April 25. 

Proclamation 8244—National 
Volunteer Week, 2008 
April 22, 2008 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Through countless acts of kindness, volun-

teers across America are changing our Nation 
for the better. During National Volunteer 
Week, we recognize those who take the time 
to help their fellow citizens realize the full 
potential of America. 

Through volunteer work, Americans can 
demonstrate the kindness and generosity that 
make our Nation great. Mentoring a child, 
teaching someone to read, visiting the elder-
ly, feeding the hungry, and finding shelter 
for the homeless are all examples of how 
Americans can and do aid those in need. 
Americans are volunteering in record num-
bers. Each year, millions of Americans volun-
teer, and more of our fellow citizens are dis-
covering that the pursuit of happiness leads 
to the path of service. The cumulative effort 
of the love and compassion from our Nation’s 
volunteers will help secure a more hopeful 
future for all our citizens. 

My Administration remains committed to 
building a culture of service, citizenship, and 
responsibility. The USA Freedom Corps 
strengthens civic engagement and volunteer 
service in America and helps people connect 
with volunteer opportunities. By visiting the 
USA Freedom Corps website at volun-
teer.gov, individuals can find information 
about ways they can help in their local areas 
and across the country. 

The strength of America comes from its 
compassionate and loving citizens. National 
Volunteer Week is an opportunity to show 
appreciation for our Nation’s volunteers. The 
time and energy they dedicate to helping 
those in need reflect the true spirit of Amer-
ica. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim April 27 through 
May 3, 2008, as National Volunteer Week. 
I call upon all Americans to recognize and 
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